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historic Douglas Tomb State Memorial 
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5 ^ ' 

636 East SAofcct Street 



'•CITY. TOWN 



Chicago 
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CODE 
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-NOT FOR PUBLICATION 
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- First 
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Cook 
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^PUBLIC 
. PRIVATE 
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STATUS 

• XL 0 CCUP 1 ED 
— UNOCCUPIED 
—WORK IN PROGRESS 
ACCESSIBLE 
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• —NO- -' . - - 



" PRESENT USE 
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—PRIVATE RESIDENCE 
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Division of and Department of Conservation, State of 111 , 

STREET KNUM5ER — — 

901 South Spring Street 

CITY. TOWN 

Springfield 






VICINITY OF 



LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 



COURTHOUSE.' 

registry of deeds, etc Cook County Courthouse 
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Illinois 
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STATE 
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Illinois Historic Landmarks Survey 
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survey records Div . of Parks and Memorials, Dept, of Conservation, State of 111. 
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STATE 



-?01 South Spring Street, Springfield. Illinois 62705 
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CONDITION 
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CHECK ONE 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The tomb and monument are ]§q signed in a type common to the period. The 
want Monument in Lincoln Park ini Chicago is quite similar in structure. The 
96-foot Douglas Tomb State i4emori4l-*consists of a granite base surmounted by 
a 46-foot column supporting a bronze figure of Douglas nine feet nine inches 
high, standing in repose with scroll in his left hand and placed against his 
hip, his right hand thrust under the lapel of his tightly buttoned coat as 
he looks eastward over ll ake Michigan. 



. Tha pedestals of the base (which contain the tomb) are occupied by 
- r ^ stor 7 » Justice, and Eloquence, in sitting attitude. Then Fortune 

has her hand placed on the State Coat of Arms with ears of com in the left hand 
and crowned with a chaplet of wheat, supposedly in the act of relating the ■ . 
story, of the State to History on the opposite comer, who with a stylus in 
hand as about to record it upon the scroll lying across her lap. Her left foot 
rests upon a pile of tablets. Justice rests her right hand upon a sheathed 
sword ana holds plans in her left hand. - Eloquence points with her right hand 
toward tne statue of Douglas, while the left hand rests upon a lyre instrument. 

.. ^ ere ar ^, bas-reliefs in the panels of the main base representing 
the advance of American civilization. 



Douglas' body i S i n a sarcophagus of Vermont Marble from his home county. 
It supports a bust of him by Leonard Volk. Originally the base and sepulchre 
were made of Joliet “Athens Marble* (a local, high-quality limestone). Now 

only the door sill is of that material. All of the exposed material was changed 
to granite in 1877. 



. _ P 10 marble sarcophagus containing the remains of one of Illinois 1 most 
f i _?f d « SOn V bea ^ 1118 f Rowing inscription: "Stephen A. Douglas / Bora / 

^ * -L-d^ / Died / June 3. 1861 / 'Tell my childrexi to obey the laws4lr 
and uphold the Constitution.'" . .. * 
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—OTHER (SPECIFY) 



specific DATES 1849; 186$; 1881 



builder/architect Leonard W. Volk(&J. M. Van Osdel?) 



STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ' ' " . 

Stephen Arnold Douglas came to Illinois at the age of twenty in 1833, While 
teaching school he passed his bar exam, entered Dolitics, and rose to bo the national 
leader of his party. He held various State offices until his election to the United 
States Senate in 1847, where he served until his death in June, 1861. 

Douglas was the first statesman from Illinois to gain national prominence. In 
? i ! noted for W-s leadership in the issue over the Kansas-Nebraska 

Act (which he drafted), the promotion of the Illinois Central Railroad, and the famous 
Lincoln-Douglas debates of 1858 which played a large part in Lincoln's electoral 

° Ver Dou ^ Las for ibe Presidency in I860 and a milestone on the road to the 

. T - 1 P° Ug J' as ' 5— is well-established, but he was also important 

"T ag °^ lw4 ? h u P ^ rchaSed 53 acres 0n what then the southern 
boundary of the city. This was to be his estate. He named it “Oakenwald". He is 
traried in The southeast portion of that estate. 

_ «bole area surrounding the Douglas Tomb is touched with the lasting influence 
k 5 P° ug ?- as * In the first University of Chicago opened on ten acres of°land given 
by Douglas from the western portion of his property. On an adjoining piece of laS 

in the V Cw^r^ ^ Ull i i Camp f° u Slas, the second largest training base and prison camp 

The eastern edge of the Douglas Tomb State Memorial is the Illinois 
Central right-of-way which exists because of Douglas' efforts. The Tomb itself is 

D ° U ! laS intended for bis home. Even today, parks and streets in the 
area named for him and a neighborhood school called Oakenwald are reminders of JWl aa i' 
presence, pie tomb is the keystone in the arch between Douglas' national life and^iis 
place in Chicago history. 'lhere is no other monument for Douglas. 

pnmediately after his death an association of notable Chicagoans was formed to 
subsc£Xt-n he c ° nstructi ° n of a suitable tomb and monument. Fund-raising by private 
StfStA ? an l 3 ^ eS ,° f momentos ,were a failure so in I865 the State purchased the 

oTj^ 1 ?Skr Sf 'f t'! f ° r $25 - 000 - Zt **en owned by the state OTer sSce. 
On June 3, 1868, Douglas body was placed in the completed nortion of th® tomb 

wrZltt In i3 7 ? S the 1 CM Qd 3C ^ tor , and relatiV9 of Douglas, designed the tomb and 
monument. In 1871 the Chicago rire destroyed Volk's plans for the uncomoleted 

New appropriations totaling $59,000 were made bv 1879. Recoils show that y-rnn n-f 

1881 JOh ?t ti ‘ Van ° Sdal r ° r -rv lS?: Se Sbts co^pl id £ ^ 

May 1881, after an expense of $90,000. J-JZ p ln 

^ . . oday „ t ^ e Douglas Tomb State Memorial with its gardens are operated by the 
Division o. -Rarks and Momoria±s > of the Illinois Department of Conservation. It is 



— 4. - .. , ~T , -- ^ Fd x uiiBnt ui conservation, 

free to the public ^everyday except Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Years. 



open 
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• THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: . i"--- •,*',"•-"7^7. »v 
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